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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
Lawton, OK – August 27, 2018 --- Complete with food trucks, street art, live 
music, a beer garden, giveaways and so much more, the Lawton Fort Sill 
Chamber of Commerce and Convention & Visitors Bureau will host its first 
“Ware on C” community event from 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. October 4th between 4th 
and 5th Street. 
 
“If we can shine a spotlight downtown, we can then begin to shine that spotlight 
on other areas of our community to assist in our collective growth,” said Albert 
Johnson, Jr., Chamber of Commerce Board Chairman and initiator of the project. 
 
Johnson collaborated with downtown business owners, community advocates 
and City officials in recent months to outline the boundaries of the Lawton’s first 
community district – the “Ware District,” in honor of MG Henry Ware Lawton, 
for which Lawton is named. The district stretches through Elmer Thomas Park 
on the north end, offers modern shopping and recreational opportunities at its 
center, and then encompasses a charming stroll of boutiques, eateries and 
galleries at its southern tip. Major community landmarks included in this area 
include The Lawton Constitution, Patterson Community Center, Lawton City 
Hall, and the Fairmont Creamery.  
 
“As you look at C Avenue, from Second to Fifth Street, it really does have 
amazing potential,” Johnson said, elaborating on the “Ware on C” event location. 
“If you expand that just a little further to Seventh Street, you have great locations 
where so much can be done and enjoyed by our citizens. Our ultimate plan is to 
build upon the idea that Lawton is your ultimate place to live, work and play.” 
 
Under the leadership of Johnson, Lawton Fort Sill Convention & Visitors Bureau 
Director Taylor Burgess and Lawton Chamber of Commerce Interim President 
Jamie Southerland, and committee of volunteers was assembled to organize and 
assist in district plans; the first of which is the upcoming “Ware on C” event, or 
district soft-opening. 



“The timing is right to be able to continue downtown revitalization efforts,” 
Johnson said. “This initiative is important because as we continue to grow as a 
community, we need a place WARE we can gather, WARE we can share ideas, 
and WARE we look forward to seeing each other.”  
 
Establishments on C Avenue plan to stay open a little later during the “Ware on 
C” events, to drive local businesses and network with the community. The 
community events, which may be themed throughout the year, will highlight 
arts and entertainment along with targeting a young adult demographic.   
“We hope for a great turnout,” Johnson said. “We hope that our downtown 
businesses – and those not downtown, as well – will elect to make C Avenue the 
place to be on October 4th!” 
 
District plans are very much in the beginning stages, but Johnson is confident 
that a downtown “Ware District” transformation will benefit the community as a 
whole. He is especially interested in making downtown more “walkable,” he 
said, and efforts have already begun in that realm with the enhancement of 
Second Street and supportive, healthy initiative such as Three Mile Thursday 
and Open Streets, which take place downtown.” 
 
“Our lives are so busy that having a place WARE we can meet and socialize and 
have some fun, or shop, eat and be entertained, will help us draw closer as a 
community,” Johnson said. 
 
 
About Lawton Fort Sill Chamber of Commerce  
 
The Lawton Fort Sill Chamber of Commerce is a strong, action-oriented 
organization.  Over 800 investors work through the Chamber to advance 
economic growth.  The Chamber asserts a leadership role in the development of 
increased business and tourism opportunities, the unification of our military and 
business community, the advancement of a pro-business legislative agenda, and 
in the promotion of community enrichment. 
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